
Dear Kumi Now supporter,
 
Clocks have now sprung forward in Palestine and Israel. As such, this Tuesday's
webinar is now back to the usual time in Canada and the United States - an hour
earlier than it was two weeks ago. Please see the expanded time listings below.
We hope you can make it!
 
You can download this week's newsletter in PDF right here.
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On Tuesday we had the pleasure of hearing Suhaila Tarazi, director of the Al Ahli
Hospital in Gaza, speak about the current conditions in Gaza, whose citizens are
suffering under the dual attacks of the Israeli occupation and the COVID-19
pandemic. The replay of the session is now available on YouTube and on our website.
The website includes her bio and all of the links shared during the gathering.
 
We would love it if you could share the session with your community. You could use
language such as:
 
Last week we learned about conditions in Gaza and how Israel’s ongoing blockade of
Gaza, illegal under international law, has multiplied the suffering in Gaza, particularly in
the past year. Learn more in the latest Kumi Now online
gathering. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tsMsXaxMNA0
 
Finally, If you would like to speak for up to 5 minutes in a future meeting about how you
are using Kumi Now or otherwise advocating for Palestine, please email us at
kumi@kuminow.com.
  

 

Palestine celebrates Children's Day on April 5th. To commemorate Palestine Children’s
Day, you might be interested in reading the UNICEF report “Children in the State of
Palestine”.
 
And Defence for Children Palestine has just released three videos on the rights of
Palestinian children: “Palestinian girls have rights to protect them from sexual
harassment”, “The rights of Palestinian children in residential care centers”, and
“Palestinian children speak out against the dangers of child marriage”. They also
recently released “Palestinian children in Gaza dream of a better future”.
 
 
Celebrate Palestine Children's Day on Monday, then join us Tuesday for the next Kumi
Now online gathering:

Read the full entry online.
 
Clocks have now sprung forward in Palestine and
Israel. As such, this Tuesday's webinar is now back
to the usual time in Canada and the United States -
an hour earlier than it was two weeks ago. Please
see the expanded time listings below. We hope you
can make it!
 

April 6: Week 14 - Minors in Military
Courts
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Many of the injustices committed against Palestinians
combine in the use of night arrests and military prisons
to traumatize children most of all. Palestinians celebrate
Children’s Day on April 5. However, it is a bittersweet
reminder that Palestinian children are a target of the
occupation and, in the words of Al-Haq, part of the
psychological warfare “utilized by Israel to constantly
remind the Palestinian population that it is subjugated
and occupied.” But this Children’s Day, consider the
many Palestinian parents unable to be with and comfort
their children held by Israeli military courts.
 
Our guest is Gerard Horton, co-director of Military
Court Watch.
 
Time: Tuesday, April 6, at 6:00 PM East Jerusalem,
Palestine time (UTC+3) That's...

Pacific (Seattle/Vancouver): 8am
Central (Chicago): 10am
Eastern (New York/Toronto): 11am
Atlantic: 12pm
Newfoundland: 12:30pm
Greenwich (London): 4pm
Central Europe (Paris/Stockholm): 5pm
South Africa: 5pm
Manila: 11pm

Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/94679502800 (The
meetings require a simple registration now, but it only
takes a second.)
 
Remember, if you'd like to receive a reminder about the
gathering an hour before it begins, please use the
registration form at the bottom of the page.

And here's what we have coming up in April so you can plan ahead and decide how you
want to be a part of Kumi Now: 

 

Coming up in Kumi Now
 

Each week below will have an online gathering with a guest or guests speaking on the
topic. The time and Zoom registration link will be the same each week.
 
The weekly newsletter will always contain reminders of the upcoming online gatherings
and the Zoom link. But if you're like me and need a reminder right before the sessions
begin, you can register to receive a reminder email one hour prior to each online
gathering. And no more digging through your inbox looking for the Zoom link! Just use
the registration form at the bottom of the page.
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Read the full entry online.
 
The use of violence, demolitions, and psychological
warfare to force and scare Palestinians into leaving their
homes and villages go back to the roots of the conflict.
In 1948, operations such as the Deir Yassin massacre,
which occurred April 9, destroyed whole villages and
forced others to flee. While Israel’s current home
demolitions avoid much of the physical violence of those
early operations, they still maintain the psychological
elements, attempting to physically force them from their
homelands and disincentivizing them from staying in
their villages.
 
For our Kumi Action we will research if our own
governments, local and national, do business with the
companies that supply the equipment for Israel's home
demolitions and urge them to cut ties with these
companies.

April 13: Week 15 - Home Demolitions
 

Read the full entry online.
 
This Palestinian Prisoners Day, April 17, let us
remember the thousands of Palestinian political
prisoners. At the end of 2019, 464 of these prisoners
were being held through administrative detention.
Through administrative detention, Palestinian detainees
can be held indefinitely, with few legal rights.
 
For our Kumi Action we perform a thought experience
on administrative detention, write about it, and share our
experiences with others.

April 20: Week 16 - Administrative
Detention
 

Read the full entry online.
 
On May 1, 2018, the Knesset passed the Nation-State
law (officially Basic Law: Israel as the Nation-State of
the Jewish People) in its first reading. As we approach
the anniversary of this passage, we as a Kumi
Community want to analyze this law and what it means
for Palestinians and other minorities in Israel.
 
For our Kumi Action we will make it clear that it is not
too late for Israeli politicians to change their direction
and pass legistlation that would provide equality for all
of its citizens.

April 27: Week 17 - Nation-State Law
 

 

Kumi Now
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Please note: To match the dates in the book, we will now be posting a new entry each
Friday, and this newsletter should go out each Friday or Saturday.
 
Sharing and publicizing: The graphics in this newsletter are designed to be the perfect
size and shape to share to Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. So each week you can
help the cause simply by sharing these images online. It's one more option you have to
help.
 
Kumi Week #14: Minors in Military Courts
Week 14 of Kumi Now is now available on the website. Since 1967, Israeli authorities
have operated military courts in the West Bank, Israel, and Gaza Strip that have been
used to prosecute many thousands of Palestinian civilians, including minors (12–17
years), for offenses ranging from acts of violence to peaceful protests and traffic
offenses. While international humanitarian law allows for the establishment of military
courts during times of military occupation to try civilians in specific circumstances, a
military occupation is required to be temporary in nature.
 
Through more than five decades of occupation, fundamental principles of international
law have been eroded and individual rights ignored with corrosive consequences for
societies in the region and beyond. Now, Palestinian children are a target of the
occupation and, in the words of Al-Haq, part of the psychological warfare “utilized by
Israel to constantly remind the Palestinian population that it is subjugated and
occupied.”Here’s what you need to know and what you can do so that together we can
rise up.
 
Please read the essay on this issue and the story of a 14-year-old boy from Beit Ummar.
And here are a few more facts for you:
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Understanding Minors in Military Courts: Just the Facts...
 

About 800,000 Palestinian men, women and children have been detained since
1967.
Children as young as 12 years can be prosecuted in the military courts.
Approximately 500-1,000 children are detained each year.
Children are most commonly prosecuted for stone throwing.
Over half of all detained children are arrested at night and report physical and
psychological abuse during arrest, transfer and interrogation.
95% of cases in the military courts end in conviction.
Approximately 50% of Palestinian child detainees are held in prisons in Israel in
breach of Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention.
Under Israeli military law army commanders have full executive, legislative and
judicial authority over 3 million Palestinians living in the West Bank. Palestinians
have no say in how this authority is exercised.
Israeli military authorities in the West Bank continue to rely on the Fourth Geneva
Convention as the legal basis for prosecuting Palestinian civilians, including
children, in military courts. The same Convention prohibits settlement
construction.
Military courts used to prosecute civilians are permitted under international law but
only on a temporary basis. Israeli military courts used to prosecute Palestinians
from the West Bank have been operating since 1967.
Israeli children, including those living in West Bank settlements built in violation of
international law, have far more rights and protections under civilian law than
Palestinian children living under military law.
Since 1967, over 1,800 military orders have been issued but few have been
promptly translated into Arabic, as is required under the Fourth Geneva
Convention. In theory, these laws have no legal effect until translated
In 2013, UNICEF published a report which concluded that "the ill-treatment of
children who come in contact with the military detention system appears to be
widespread, systematic and institutionalised throughout the process".
Most Palestinian children detained by the Israeli military in the West Bank live
within 2 kilometres of a settlement built in violation of international law, or a road
used by settlers.
Dual Israeli legal systems operate in the West Bank. Palestinians are prosecuted
in military courts, whereas Israeli settlers are prosecuted in civilian courts, with far
greater rights and protections.

These facts are drawn from Military Court Watch's Factsheet.  
 
Learning More
 
To learn more, you should watch:

This recent "Online briefing on the impact of Israeli military detention on
Palestinian children" from CAABU, DCIP, and Lawyers for Palestinian Human
Rights.
Defence for Children International Palestine's playlist of the videos addressing
Military Detention.

 
To go deeper, we have an extensive list of Additional Resources at the bottom of this
week’s entry and we’re developing a YouTube playlist on the subject. 

Once you understand the situation you'll want to get involved. Here's the Kumi Action for

 

 

 

 

http://kuminow.com/online
http://www.militarycourtwatch.org/page.php?id=a6r85VcpyUa4755A52Y2mp3c4v
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9WKJPALk_wQ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLVm8Wb5ST2TydZHw-sds2eIgf3kk5UDmy
https://kuminow.com/minorsinmilitarycourts//#additionalresources
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLu2nUnkJwDwmgIp9TJSp_zwK8F26K9U30


this week:

Kumi Action

Host a potluck and a screening at your home, school, church, synagogue, etc. of the
documentary Stone Cold Justice, which can be found on the Military Court Watch
website. Share a photo from your potluck or film screening on social media. Include a
link to this page of the Kumi Now website along with the hashtags #KumiNow and
#Kumi22.

Important news going on in Palestine, Israel, and the diaspora, from trusted sources of
news.

News
Israel’s revoked the Palestinian Foreign Minister’s travel permit after his recent
travel to the ICC in The Hague. (WAFA)
Butler University in the United States shut down a lecture with eminent scholar
and activist Angela Davis following criticism of her support of Palestine.
(Electronic Intifada) 

 
Opinion and Analysis

Electronic Intifada produced a short documentary called “Gaza’s beauty and
struggle from above”. 
+972 Magazine explored how Israeli uses archeology and tourism to push a
settlement agenda in East Jerusalem in the latest episode of their podcast, “Will
This Palestinian Matriarch Get to Keep Her Jerusalem Home?” 
The lawyer Suha Arraf writes how “Land grabs in Israel never ended — they
became more sophisticated” for +972 Magazine. 

 
Publications

NEW! This Week in Palestine has released their April 2021 issue, focused on
"Our Environment".
Washington Report on Middle East Affairs has released their March/April 2021
issue.
The Instiute for Palestine Studies has released the newest issue of the Journal
of Palestine Studies.
The Institute for Palestine Studies has released the Winter 2020 edition of
Jerusalem Quarterly.  You can download the PDF edition for free. It is part 2 of a
“Home and House” theme. You can find the first issue here.    

Updates on how Kumi Now partner organizations and other organizations are engaging
in the struggle for Palestinian human rights and equality, and ways that you can help.

This Week 
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Sunday, April 4: Watch the film Objector and join Jewish Network for
Palestine, Israeli Committee against House Demolitions (UK), International
Anti-Zionist Network UK, Jewish Voice for Labour, Javelin Media and the
OBJECTOR Impact Project for a conversation with Israeli and Palestinian
leaders who are helping shape a new generation of resistance to apartheid,
militarism and inequality. More information and register here.
Tuesday, April 6: Join us for the latest Kumi Now online gathering. Information is
near the beginning of the newsletter.
Tuesday, April 6: Foundation for Middle East Peace (FMEP) will hold the
webinar “Israeli and Palestinian Elections: Opportunities for Change or More of
Same?” to discuss the recent Israeli and upcoming Palestinian elections with
Hanan Ashrawi, long-time Palestinian leader, legislator and recently retired from
the PLO’s Executive Council; Al Shabaka fellow Diana Buttu; editor Orly Noy,
together with journalist Peter Beinart. 
Wednesday, April 7: UN Palestinian Rights Committee will hold the virtual
event “Delivering Critical Assistance for Palestine Refugees: Challenges and
Opportunities in a Complex Context”, a panel briefing with Mr. Philippe Lazzarini,
Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), and Ms. Gwyn Lewis, Director of
UNRWA Operations West Bank, on the current situation of Agency and the
Palestine refugees it supports. 

 
Future

Saturday, April 17 and 24: American Educational Trust, publisher of the
Washington Report on Middle East Affairs, and the Institute for Research:
Middle Eastern Policy host the virtual End US Support for Israeli Apartheid?
conference. 
April 18 and 19: J Street will host its annual virtual conference. Registration is
now open.
Wednesday, April 21: ICAHD UK will host the webinar “The Undemocratic
Elections in Israel & Palestine” with Jeff Halper and Salem Barahmeh. 

 
Ongoing Campaigns

Friends of Sabeel North America (FOSNA) would like you to sign the petition
"No Dispossession in Silwan". And you can watch the replay of FOSNA’s session
on Silwan.
PSC ask for residents of the UK to help stop the Defence and Security Equipment
International, the world’s largest arms fair, which returns to London in September
2021. At DSEI, weapons and military technology will be marketed to
representatives of repressive states fuelling racism and injustice. Israel is a
seasoned attendee of the fair, buying weapons to maintain its domination of the
Palestinian people. Along with Campaign Against Arms Trade (CAAT), PSC is
asking you to take action. Do so here. 
The Palestinian Feminist Collective (PFC) has released a statement affirming
Palestine as a feminist issue. You can sign the petition here. 
Join Stop the Wall and Al-Haq and over 550 organizations calling on the UN
Human Rights Council to stop Israel's impunity in repeatedly destroying the village
of Humsa. Sign the petition.

 

Kumi Partners
Updates on how Kumi Now partner organizations are engaging in the struggle for
Palestinian human rights and equality. 

Al-Haq published “Land Day 2021: The Crimes of the Occupation and
Dispossession of Palestinians Continue”. 
Al Mezan Center for Human Rights published a press release "Israel punitively
revokes Palestinian Foreign Minister’s travel permit after Hague trip for
international justice”.
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights published their Weekly Report on Israeli
Human Rights Violations in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (25-31 March
2021).

 

Organizations in Action
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Sabeel published the Wave of Prayer for the week of April 1.
 
Other Organizations
Updates, reports, and actions from the United Nations, governments, and other
international organizations that relate to Palestine.

7amleh held “Responding to Surveillance Technologies in Palestine & Around the
Globe” as part of PDAF2021. 
7amleh also held “Palestinian Narrative in the Digital Age” as part of PDAF2021. 
Combatants for Peace hosted Jack Kornfield for “Making Peace Among Those in
Conflict”. 
Electronic Intifada released the latest episode of their podcast, "Lowkey talks
Palestine, music, and censorship".
Foundation for Middle East Peace hosted “Palestinian Governance”. 
Foundation for Middle East Peace held a conversation between Peter Beinart
and Nathan Thrall about his recent piece “A Day in the Life of Abed Salama”. 
Hexham Labour Friends of Palestine collaborated with We Are Not Numbers
for a webinar. 
Institute for Palestine Studies hosted “Israeli Elections 4.0: Israel's Political
Crisis and Impact on the Palestinians”. 
The Jerusalem Fund & Palestine Center held “A Jewish Case for Equality in
Israel-Palestine” with Peter Beinart. 
OCHA oPt published their “Protection of Civilians Report | 16 - 29 March 2021”. 
Palestine Chronicle TV had Ramzy Baroud on “Why Palestinian Prisoners
Matter”. 
Palestine Deep Dive held “Renewing Palestine Solidarity in 2021!” with Ryvka
Barnard and Akram Salhab. 
Palestinian Return Centre marked Land Day with “Land Day 45 Years On | A
Day to Resist and Remember”. 
Peace Now published the report “From De Jure to De Facto Annexation –
Construction in Settlements 2020”. 
PSC held the webinar “Indigenous Solidarity: Our Struggles Unite”. 
Viva Salud hosted a webinar called “Vaccine apartheid in Palestine and
worldwide”. 
United Nations published NGO Action News – 1 April 2021. 
Yesh Din published the report “Ill-Gotten Gains Theft of Palestinian land -
declaring “state land” where settlement of title was halted when Israel occupied
the West Bank”. 

Recent and not-so-recent films, books, music, and other arts related to Palestine, as well
as news about festivals and other events

The Palestine Film Institute's film of the week is Fix
Me (Documentary, 98 minutes). You have until
Wednesday to watch it for free on their website. About
the film:

“Palestinian filmmaker Raed Andoni doesn’t spare
himself in his search for the cause of the headaches
that have tormented him for many years. He allows a
foreign crew to film his time spent in therapy—the fact
that they don’t speak Arabic makes it easier for him to
embark on the sessions without inhibitions.
 
The recurring themes throughout these meetings—
filmed from behind a two-way mirror—are the
consequences of the Israeli occupation. The same
applies to Andoni’s everyday life, some of which he films

Fix Me
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himself. Checkpoints, police violence and the huge West
Bank wall are part of it, in both mundane and powerful
ways. He visits his mother, his politically aware sister
and her son, and he also talks with the friends he made
when he was a political prisoner. Their conversations
may be serious, but they are filled with the black humor
and philosophical detachment necessary to survive.
Andoni’s quest leads to personal and universal insights,
and it also allows repressed memories of traumatic
events to rise to the surface. These memories formed
the basis of his 2017 documentary Ghost Hunting."
”

One or two people, companies, or organizations you should know, and how you can
follow them online.

Given that it is the week of Palestine Children’s Day, we
wanted to let you know about an inspirational and
effective grassroots organization by and for Palestinian
youth. Youth of Sumud formed in 2017 in the South
Hebron Hills in response ongoing aggression against
farmers, families, and school children by settlers and
soldiers in the area. They have undertaken to revive the
village of Sauroram which was abandoned in the 1980's
because of settler violence.
 
During COVID-19, with international volunteers absent
from the area, Youth of Sumud has assumed
responsibility in assuring the safety of schoolchildren
from the nearby village of Tuba as they walk between
home and school past the nearby Israeli outpost.
Additionally, harassment of Palestinian shepherds by
Israeli settlers and soldiers is common in the area, and
members of Youth of Sumud frequently accompany
shepherds from the nearby villages as they graze flocks.
 
You can follow Youth of Sumud on Facebook and
Instagram. And you can learn more about them and
support them financially on Palestine Partners. And you
can listen to Samiha Hureini, one of the co-founders of
Youth of Sumud on an episode of the Unsettled
podcast. 

Youth of Sumud
 

What's Next
 
We hope to see you in the online gathering on Tuesday, after which you'll receive
another newsletter next Friday/Saturday, focused on our next issue, Home Demolitions.
As always, there is more to come!
 
Sincerely,

The Kumi Now Team
 

You Should Know
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