
Dear Kumi Now supporter,
 
You can download this week's newsletter in PDF right here.
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On Tuesday Omar Haramy focused on assaults on Palestinians' freedom of speech
and Donna Baranski-Walker, founder and executive director of Rebuilding Alliance,
and Katie Teague, their advocacy coordinator, discussed the looming evictions in
Sheikh Jarrah and taught us how to effectively contact our elected representatives. The
replay of the session is now available on YouTube and on our website. The website
includes their bios, all of the advocacy options and instructions, and links shared during
the gathering.
 
We would love it if you could share the session with your community. You could use
language such as:
 
Last week we learned about assaults on the speech and press rights of Palestinians and
the injustices of the looming home evictions in the Jerusalem neighborhood of Sheikh
Jarrah and what can be done about them. Our guest were Donna Baranski-Walker,
founder and executive director of Rebuilding Alliance, and Katie Teague, their advocacy
coordinator. Learn more in the latest Kumi Now online
gathering. https://youtu.be/AfOLylCbMe4
 
And as usual, If you would like to speak for up to 5 minutes in a future meeting about
how you are using Kumi Now or otherwise advocating for Palestine, or to promote your
own events for Palestine, please email us at kumi@kuminow.com.
 
So let's move on to this week's Kumi Now online gathering, where we will address the
different aspects of U.S. support of Israel:
  

Read the full entry online.
 
Palestinians in the occupied territory have long suffered
as a result of U.S. support of Israel. The Trump
administration’s decisions to move the embassy to
Jerusalem on May 14, 2018, cut aid to Palestine, and
recognize Israel’s claims to the Syrian Golan are only a
few of the markers of America’s neglect of Palestine.
 
Our guests will representatives from Friends of Sabeel
North America (FOSNA).
 
Time: Tuesday, May 11, at 6:00pm East Jerusalem,
Palestine time (UTC+3) That's...

Pacific (Seattle/Vancouver): 8am
Central (Chicago): 10am
Eastern (New York/Toronto): 11am
Atlantic: 12pm
Newfoundland: 12:30pm
Greenwich (London): 4pm
Central Europe (Paris/Stockholm): 5pm
South Africa: 5pm
Manila: 11pm

Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/94679502800 (You
might need to do a quick registration. This link is the
same, either way.)
 
Remember, if you'd like to receive a reminder about the
gathering an hour before it begins, please use the
registration form at the bottom of the page.

May 11: Week 19 - U.S. Support of Israel
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And here's what we have coming up in May so you can plan ahead and decide how you
want to be a part of Kumi Now: 

Coming up in Kumi Now
Each week below will have an online gathering with a guest or guests speaking on the
topic. The time and Zoom registration link will be the same each week.
 
The weekly newsletter will always contain reminders of the upcoming online gatherings
and the Zoom link. But if you're like me and need a reminder right before the sessions
begin, you can register to receive a reminder email one hour prior to each online
gathering. And no more digging through your inbox looking for the Zoom link! Just use
the registration form at the bottom of the page.

Read the full entry online.
 
For Palestinians, May 15 is Nakba Day. That is the day
following the Israeli Independence Day on the Gregorian
calendar. The term Nakba refers to the 1948
catastrophe when over 1,000,000 Palestinians were
forced from their homes or fled in fear for their lives. But
this use of the term in the past tense suggests that the
Nakba was over and done 70 years ago. This is not the
case, as the events of 1948 were just part of a
consistent and ongoing process that dates back to the
Balfour Declaration and continues today.
 
For our Kumi Action we will work to rename a street or
roadway in our community.

May 18: Week 20 - The Ongoing Nakba

Read the full entry online.
 
The United Nations celebrates May 21 as the World Day
for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development.
The day was declared following UNESCO’s Universal

May 25: Week 21 - Preserving History
and Culture
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Declaration on Cultural Diversity, a document that
clearly sees cultural diversity and tolerance as key to
developing the dialogue necessary to achieve peace
and sustainable development around the world.
However, Israel continues to build and plant over
Palestinian history and culture while simultaneously
erasing it from street signs, historical markers, and
history books.
 
For our Kumi Action we will write profiles of different
aspects of Palestine culture and history and share them
with the world.

Please note: To match the dates in the book, we will now be posting a new entry each
Friday, and this newsletter should go out each Friday or Saturday.
 
Sharing and publicizing: The graphics in this newsletter are designed to be the perfect
size and shape to share to Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. So each week you can
help the cause simply by sharing these images online. It's one more option you have to

Kumi Now



help.
 
Kumi Week #19: U.S. Support of Israel
Week 19 of Kumi Now is now available on the website. Palestinians in the occupied
territory have long suffered as a result of U.S. support of Israel. The Trump
administration’s decisions to move the embassy to Jerusalem on May 14, 2018, cut aid
to Palestine, and recognize Israel’s claims to the Syrian Golan are only a few of the
markers of America’s neglect of Palestine.This week, the Kumi Now community is
working to understand and influence how and to what extent the U.S. government and
other nations support Israel. Here’s what you need to know and what you can do so that
together we can rise up.
 
Please read the essay on this issue and the story from Mohammad Al-’Ajouri. And here
are a few more facts for you:

Understanding U.S. Support of Israel: Just the Facts...
 

The Obama-Netanyahu Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) increased U.S.
military aid by 27% per year.
It increased U.S. military aid to Israel to $3.8 billion per year, up from $3 billion per
year.
Congress has gone beyond this, allocating more than $100 million per year to
Israel’s missile defense and anti-tunneling programs, bringing total U.S. aid to
over $3.9 billion per year.
Prior to 1971, Israel received a total of only $277 million in military aid, all in the
form of loans.
In contrast, President Biden just restored $235 million in U.S. aid to Palestinians,
in 2021.
The U.S. provides over $8.5 million of military assistance to Israel PER DAY.
The U.S. has used its veto power 44 times to block UN Security Council
resolutions seeking to hold Israel accountable to international law.
The most recent vetoes were to block a resolution condemning Israeli violence
against protestors during the Great March of Return and a resolution concerning
U.S. recognition of Jerusalem as Israel's capital.
The MOU agrees to withhold part or all of U.S. funding to any UN specialized
agency that acts against the national security interest of the U.S. or one of its
allies, including Israel.
The U.S. stopped financially supporting UNESCO, which it co-founded after WWII,
in 2011 after Palestine was granted full membership.
The U.S. and Israel then quit UNESCO completely in 2019.
The U.S. also cooperates with Israel on scientific research, particularly in energy.

 
These facts are drawn from:

“U.N. Security Council: U.S. Vetoes of Resolutions Critical to Israel (1972 -
Present)” from Jewish Virtual Library
“FACT SHEET: Memorandum of Understanding Reached with Israel” from the
Obama White House 
“U.S. Foreign Aid to Israel: History & Overview” from Virtual Jewish Library 

 
Learning More

https://kuminow.com/freedomofspeech/
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/u-s-vetoes-of-un-security-council-resolutions-critical-to-israel
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/09/14/fact-sheet-memorandum-understanding-reached-israel
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/history-and-overview-of-u-s-foreign-aid-to-israel


 
To better understand some of the possible problems with U.S. military aid to Israel, read
the section called “Aid Restrictions and Possible Violations” starting on page 25 of “U.S.
Foreign Aid to Israel” from Congressional Research Service. 
 
To go deeper, we are developing an extensive list of Additional Resources at the bottom
of this week’s entry as well as a YouTube playlist on the subject. 

Once you understand the situation you'll want to get involved. Here's the Kumi Action for
this week:

Kumi Action

Americans: How much of the annually allocated $3.8 billion of military aid to Israel is
provided by your state, congressional district, county, and city? What could be funded
instead with this money to benefit your community? Visit http://militaryaidtoisrael.org/ to
learn these details and more through our interactive map.
 
If you don’t live in the United States, you can do your own research into your local
government’s support of Israel and share that knowledge with the Kumi Community.
 
Armed with this knowledge about your local government’s involvement in Israeli human
rights abuses, you can visit Cities for Palestine and explore options to engage and
mobilize your local community to support Palestinian rights and bring the struggle for
freedom, equality and justice to your city. Learn from successful campaigns in other
cities, and equip yourself with the toolkits provided here!
 
Post photos or other evidence of your action to social media and include a link to this
page of the Kumi Now website along with the hashtags #CitiesforPalestine, #KumiNow,
and #Kumi19.

Important news going on in Palestine, Israel, and the diaspora, from trusted sources of
news.

News
The families in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of East Jerusalem facing eviction
were told by the Israeli Supreme Court to come to a compromise with the settler
organization trying to evict them. The families refused. The Supreme Court on
Thursday then delayed deciding on the case until May 10th. (Palestine
Chronicle) Palestine Chronicle has a live blog of the latest developments. 
Jerusalem has continued to be on edge, and the latest escalation started on
Friday evening during the Iftar. Dozens of Israeli soldiers surrounded the al-Qibli
mosque, in the Al-Aqsa compound, and then cut the electricity and fired gas
bombs, concussion grenades, and rubber-coated steel bullets at the Palestinians

News

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/RL33222.pdf
https://kuminow.com/ussupportofisrael/#additionalresources
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https://www.palestinechronicle.com/israeli-supreme-court-postpones-ruling-on-sheikh-jarrah-evictions/
https://www.palestinechronicle.com/tensions-in-jerusalem-rise-with-forced-evictions-live-blog/


inside, including the elderly, children, and women. The Palestinian Red Crescent
Society (PRCS) has confirmed that 205 Palestinians were injured
overnight. (IMEMC) (Mondoweiss) (Al Jazeera) (Al Jazeera live blog) (Middle East
Eye - video)
The UN’s human rights office (OHCHR), on Friday, called on Israel to immediately
halt all forced evictions, including those in the Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood of
East Jerusalem, as well as to exercise maximum restraint in the use of force while
ensuring safety and security there. (United Nations)
Al-Jazeera has background on the situation. Palestine Portal has a whole page
of background information and links and ways that you can get involved. TRT
World has a background video, while Middle East Eye summarizes the situation
in a short video.
For more information, you can watch the recent Al-Haq webinar, “The Ongoing
Nakba in Shaikh Jarrah”. You can also watch the documentary "My
Neighborhood" from Just Vision, listen to the IMEU This Is Palestine podcast
episode “The Ethnic Cleansing of Sheikh Jarrah”, or read Yumna Patel's "‘It is a
Nakba’: Campaign to save Sheikh Jarrah builds momentum as forced
displacement looms" for Mondoweiss.

 
Opinion and Analysis

Al Jazeera released an episode of Inside Story called "What can stop
Palestinians being evicted from Sheikh Jarrah?"
Foundation for Middle East Peace analyzed the situation in Sheikh Jarrah with
the webinar "Jerusalem on the Verge: Dispossession & Violence in Sheikh
Jarrah". 
Maureen Clare Murphy writes that "“Deep concern” won’t halt Jerusalem
evictions" for the Electronic Intifada.
While Oren Zev writes that "In Sheikh Jarrah, Palestinian youth are leading the
struggle to defend their homes" for +972 Magazine.
Omar Baddar, from the Arab American Institute, answers the question "What
does international law say about the evictions of Palestinians from Sheikh
Jarrah?" for TRT World Now.

 
Publications

NEW: This Week in Palestine has released their May 2021 issue, focused on
"Palestinian Realpolitik".
NEW: Washington Report on Middle East Affairs has released their May 2021
issue.
NEW: The Instiute for Palestine Studies has released the Winter 2021 (#198)
issue of the Journal of Palestine Studies.
NEW: The Institute for Palestine Studies has released the Spring 2021 (#85)
issue of Jerusalem Quarterly. 

Get Involved
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Featured Action: Save Sheikh Jarrah
Here's what you can do from afar to help #SaveSheikhJarrah:
 
Contact Congress: Peace in Sheikh Jarrah
Write letters to members of the U.S. Congress here. Rebuilding Alliance will follow-up
with your offices and invite you to join a briefing with their staff.
 
In Canada
Contact the Canadian Government: Letter Writing with Just Peace Advocates
 
Sign the U.S. Petitions

Petition #1
Petition #2

 
In the United Kingdom
UK citizens can write letters about Sheihk Jarrah and make sure their MPs get a copy of
the Human Rights Watch report, both through PSC.
 
Palestine Portal has a full list of actions you can take.
 
And of course, the more you can share these with friends and online and get others to
sign, and simply take notice of what is happening, the better.

Updates on how Kumi Now partner organizations and other organizations are engaging
in the struggle for Palestinian human rights and equality, and ways that you can help.

This Week 
Monday, May 10: Foundation for Middle East Peace will host the webinar "The
Palestinian Nakba: What Happened in 1948 and Why It Still Matters" at 11am
Eastern, 6pm Palestine time. Register here.
Tuesday, May 11: Eyewitness Palestine is hosting virtual field trips
with Mesarvot, a network of Israeli activists that supports conscientious objectors
in their refusal to become soldiers and take part in the occupation and oppression
of the Palestinian people. Register here.
Tuesday, May 11: Join us for the latest Kumi Now online gathering. Information
is near the beginning of the newsletter.

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/contact-congress-peace-in-sheikh-jarrah/
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/write-canadian-government-savesheikhjarrah-protect-palestinian-families-and-stop-israeli-ethnic-cleansing-in-jerusalem/
http://bit.ly/StopJerusalemExpulsions
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/savesheikhjarrah
https://palestinecampaign.eaction.online/sheikh-jarrah
https://palestinecampaign.eaction.online/HRWapartheidreport
https://www.palestineportal.org/action-advocacy/direct-action/political-advocacy/advocacy-on-jerusalem/stop-jerusalem-expulsions/
https://fmep.org/event/the-palestinian-nakba-what-happened-in-1948-and-why-it-still-matters/
https://eyewitnesspalestine.org/virtual-del-dates/mesarvot-n3z2r


Wednesday, May 12: ICAHD will host a webinar with Jeff Halper interviewing
residents from Silwan and Sheikh Jarrah from 5.00-6.15pm (UK time). Register
here.
Wednesday, May 12: Foundation for Middle East Peace will host the webinar
"The PLO & the Palestinian Diaspora: Reviving a Source of Power" at 11am
Eastern, 6pm Palestine time. Register here. 

 
Future

Tuesday, May 18: UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People will organize the virtual event on “International
Parliamentarian Support to the Question of Palestine” from 10:00 a.m. to 12 p.m.
(New York time). The event will be livestreamed on UN Web TV. More information
to come.

 
Ongoing Campaigns

NEW: Those in the United States should sign this petition for Sheikh Jarrah,
aimed at U.S. Secretary of State Tony Blinken and Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin, as well as this one.
NEW: Canadians, meanwhile, should sign this petition regarding Sheikh Jarrah.
NEW: Those in the UK can make sure their MPs get a copy of the Human Rights
Watch report.
NEW: Palestine Portal has a full list of actions you can help take for Sheikh
Jarrah.
Friends of Sabeel North America (FOSNA) would like you to sign the petition
"No Dispossession in Silwan". And you can watch the replay of FOSNA’s session
on Silwan.
PSC ask for residents of the UK to help stop the Defence and Security Equipment
International, the world’s largest arms fair, which returns to London in September
2021. At DSEI, weapons and military technology will be marketed to
representatives of repressive states fuelling racism and injustice. Israel is a
seasoned attendee of the fair, buying weapons to maintain its domination of the
Palestinian people. Along with Campaign Against Arms Trade (CAAT), PSC is
asking you to take action. Do so here. 
The Palestinian Feminist Collective (PFC) has released a statement affirming
Palestine as a feminist issue. You can sign the petition here. 
Join Stop the Wall and Al-Haq and over 550 organizations calling on the UN
Human Rights Council to stop Israel's impunity in repeatedly destroying the village
of Humsa. Sign the petition.

 

Kumi Partners
Updates on how Kumi Now partner organizations are engaging in the struggle for
Palestinian human rights and equality. 

Palestinian Centre for Human Rights released their “Weekly Report on Israeli
Human Rights Violations in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (28 April – 05 May
2021)”.
Sabeel published the Wave of Prayer for the week of May 6.

 
Other Organizations
Updates, reports, and actions from the United Nations, governments, and other
international organizations that relate to Palestine.

Foundation for Middle East Peace published their Settlement & Annexation
Report: May 7, 2021.
Middle East Institute hosted "The Biden administration’s first 100 days".
OCHA oPt published "COVID-19 Emergency Situation Report 30 | April 2021".
Samidoun Network held the webinar "The Liberation of Palestine".

Organizations in Action
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https://sabeel.org/2021/05/03/sabeel-wave-of-prayer-170/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MhmxiYOT8j8
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXec4uRNdv4


Recent and not-so-recent films, books, music, and other arts related to Palestine, as well
as news about festivals and other events

American Muslims for Palestine released “Turning Tables w/ Laila El-Haddad”. 
Center for Palestine Studies and Lifta started releasing a video series
called Love & Intimacy. Videos will be released weekly at
www.palestineinbetween.com. 

"Yasmin & Ala'eddin"
"Noel & Layan"
"Hasheemah & Lina"

Stories from Palestine Podcast released their latest episode, “Episode 16:
Introduction to Islam”. 

The Palestine Film Institute's film of the week is Salt
of this Sea (Drama, 2008, 109 minutes). You have until
Wednesday to watch it for free on their website. About
the film:

"Soraya, born in Brooklyn in a working class community
of Palestinian refugees, discovers that her grandfather’s
savings were frozen in a bank account in Jaffa when he
was exiled in 1948. Stubborn, passionate and
determined to reclaim what is hers, she fulfils her life-
long dream of “returning” to Palestine. Once there,
slowly she is taken apart by the reality around her and is
forced to confront her own anger. She meets Emad, a
young Palestinian whose ambition, contrary to hers, is
to leave forever. Tired of the constraints that dictate their
lives, they know in order to be free, they must take
things into their own hands, even if it’s illegal. In this
quest for life, we follow their trail through remains of
Palestine."

Salt of this Sea

One or two people, companies, or organizations you should know, and how you can
follow them online.

The Palestinian Center for Development and
Freedoms (MADA) was established in 2006, where a
group of passionate vision-driven Palestinians “citizens
and journalists” joined forces to promote and defend the
right to freedom of expression and opinion. For the first
two years MADA was run solely by volunteers and
activists who believed it was time to make a difference,

Palestinian Center for Development and
Freedoms (MADA)

Arts and Culture

You Should Know

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5NupLKuDEo
http://www.palestineinbetween.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJstT3vPgBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rX3XOn4aKAo
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https://www.palestinefilminstitute.org/en/pfp


and aimed to support the journalists who face daily
numerous oppressive constraints while exercising their
professional duty.
 
You can find MADA on their website and follow them on
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube.

What's Next
 
We hope to see you in the online gathering on Tuesday, after which you'll receive
another newsletter next Friday/Saturday, focused on our next issue, the Ongoing Nakba.
As always, there is more to come!
 
Sincerely,

The Kumi Now Team
 

Go to Kumi Now Page

kumi@kuminow.com
 

View in browser

This email was sent to rcniman@gmail.com
You received this email because you are registered with Kumi Now

Unsubscribe here

© 2021 Kumi Now

http://www.madacenter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MadaCenterPS/
https://www.instagram.com/madacenterps/
https://twitter.com/mada_pal
http://www.youtube.com/madacenter1
https://kuminow.com/ongoingnakba/
https://www.facebook.com/KumiNow/
https://twitter.com/kumi_now
https://www.instagram.com/kumi_now/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwLsElAA2FgiZ6n_7-wfaCg
https://41y97.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/un/I33RmI5C72W7MlQ_U5h4MwAIY_YFlqUpI3k5jAWC9MLlWmBX3O7ZRwoImu-C6Y54Kd2Qxojo5qtHWERVtHuJlaX_Bi5k_LGvv26xqfTJCbEaJMqRedh7bZ5k-CQ7U8bCZ4ybV_EtmrXmNQ
https://kuminow.com/ussupportofisrael/
https://41y97.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/mr/M6cqHU218eUi2LIFTVKDrT66YCXrTqUdtYprGQrdux_05kXhU6lgY3_KakJAXHfm06YIxg8gcMDWCcBNVa-3rlcH1La4NdipiwZArMSs_lIBKtc#
mailto:kumi@kuminow.com
https://41y97.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/mr/M6cqHU218eUi2LIFTVKDrT66YCXrTqUdtYprGQrdux_05kXhU6lgY3_KakJAXHfm06YIxg8gcMDWCcBNVa-3rlcH1La4NdipiwZArMSs_lIBKtc
https://www.sendinblue.com/?utm_source=logo_mailin&utm_campaign=14c9c680b61b8aa0f591a51367eabf9b&utm_medium=email

