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On Tuesday Botrus Mansour, director of Nazareth Baptist School spoke about the
funding and policy discrimination that affects all Palestinian students, and particularly
Palestinian students at Christian schools in Israel. The replay of the session is now
available on YouTube and on our website. The website includes his bio, the advocacy
instructions, and links shared during the gathering.

We would love it if you could share the session with your community. You could use
language such as:

Last week we learned about funding and policy discrimination that affects Palestinian
students, wherever they may be. Our guest was Botrus Mansour, director of Nazareth
Baptist School. Learn more in the latest Kumi Now online gathering.
https://youtu.be/jdjwR1PTynA
 

Israel approved the closing of Rachel’s Tomb 19 years ago today, on September 11,
2002. It was just one more step in cutting the Palestnian city of Bethlehem off from its
neighboring villages, farmland, and historic sites. So this week we turn our attention to
Bethlehem as we learn more about this isolation of Bethlehem, why it is happening, and
what can be done to reverse the damage. This brings us to our next online gathering:

Full information on the gathering is here.
 
Rachel’s Tomb, at the north end of Bethlehem, is of
religious significance for Christians, Jews, and Muslims
alike. But Israel has illegally annexed the tomb area,
enclosing it with a wall and denying Palestinians access.
Israel approved plans to enclose Rachel’s Tomb on
September 11, 2002. As we mark this travesty of what
should be a Palestinian cultural and religious site, open
to all, here’s what you need to know about the effects of
occupation and Jewish settlement on Bethlehem and
what you can do.
 
We will be joined by Zoughbi Alzoughbi, founder and

September 14: Week 37 - Education
Funding and Policy
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director of Wi’am: The Palestinian Conflict
Transformation Center.
 
Time: Tuesday, September 14, at 6:00pm East
Jerusalem, Palestine time (UTC+3) That's...

Pacific (Seattle/Vancouver): 8am
Central (Chicago): 10am
Eastern (New York/Toronto): 11am
Atlantic: 12pm
Newfoundland: 12:30pm
Greenwich (London): 4pm
Central Europe (Paris/Stockholm): 5pm
South Africa: 5pm 
Manila: 11pm
Sydney: 1am (+1 Day)
Auckland: 3am (+1 Day)

Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/94679502800 (There
might be a quick registration form, and please set an
alarm for yourself for Tuesday.)
 
Remember, if you'd like to receive a reminder about the
gathering an hour before it begins, please use the
registration form at the bottom of the page.

Please note: To match the dates in the book, we will now be posting a new entry each
Friday, and this newsletter should go out each Friday or Saturday.
 
Sharing and publicizing: The graphics in this newsletter are designed to be the perfect
size and shape to share to Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. So each week you can
help the cause simply by sharing these images online. It's one more option you have to
help.
 
Kumi Week #37: Bethlehem
Week 37 of Kumi Now is now available on the website. Once the area around Rachel’s
Tomb, a pilgrimage place for Muslims, Christians, and Jews, was one of the liveliest in
Bethlehem, located in the occupied West Bank. The Hebron Road connected Jerusalem
with Bethlehem, and its northern section was in fact the busiest street in town. It was the
gate from Jerusalem into Bethlehem. After entering Bethlehem along the main road,
visitors either chose the direction to Hebron or the road to the Church of the Nativity.
 
The reality now is different. During the 1990s Rachel’s Tomb developed into an Israeli
military stronghold with the imposing Jerusalem-Bethlehem checkpoint close by. As
such, it became the focus of Palestinian protests, especially during the Second Intifada
that started in September 2000. Two years later, Israel annexed the Tomb area to
Jerusalem. In the period 2002–2005 Israel built walls around it, as well as a nearby
parking lot. The Tomb became forbidden territory to inhabitants of Bethlehem.
 
Please read the essay on this issue and the stories “Hug” and “Rescue” from the Wall
Museum. And here are some facts for you:

This Week's Kumi Now Entry
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Understanding Bethlehem: Just the Facts...
Less than 1% of Area C in Bethlehem has an outline plan approved by the Israeli
authorities allowing legal Palestinian construction.
More than 85% of Bethlehem governorate is designated as Area C.
Area C in Bethlehem includes almost 38% declared as “firing zones”, 34%
designated as “nature reserves”, and nearly 12% allocated for settlement
development.
Over 100,000 Israeli settlers live in 19 settlements and settlement outposts in the
Bethlehem Governorate.
Farmers in at least 22 communities require visitor permits or prior coordination to
access their private land located behind the wall or close to the settlements.
56 km of the wall’s route are located within the Bethlehem governorate, physically
separating 12 communities from the rest of the governorate.
11.6% of the Bethlehem governorate is located west of the wall.
13% of the Bethlehem governorate is controlled by Palestinians.
76.4% of the Bethlehem governorate is settlement-controlled area east of the wall
and city.

 
Sources

“Bethlehem governorate: fragmentation and humanitarian concerns - January
2015” from OCHA oPt
“Besieging Bethlehem: Latest Israeli Settlement Developments in Bethlehem”
from the State of Palestine’s Negotiations Affairs Office

 
Learning More

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/bethlehem-governorate-fragmentation-and-humanitarian-concerns-january-2015
https://www.nad.ps/sites/default/files/012319_bethlehem.pdf


 
To learn more about Bethlehem, we suggest you read “In Bethlehem, I had a vivid
experience of what Israel's occupation feels like” by Ghada Karmi for Middle East
Eye and “Christmas in Bethlehem: Controlling the narrative through tourism” by Megan
Giovannetti for Al Jazeera. And you can watch "Bethlehem -- Hidden From View" from
ARIJ Institute.
 
To go deeper, we will be developing an extensive list of Additional Resources at the
bottom of this week’s entry as well as a YouTube playlist on the subject. 
 
Once you understand the situation you'll want to get involved. Here's the Kumi Action for
this week:

 Kumi Action

Since 2011, the Arab Educational Institute (AEI) has put some 300 large weather-
resistant posters on the Wall that surrounds Rachel’s Tomb in Bethlehem. Most posters
display, in English, brief true stories written by Palestinian women and youth. The stories
are about restrictions and common human rights violations Palestinians have faced, but
also about their sumud: Arabic for inner strength, steadfastness, or resilience. The
posters together make up the “Wall Museum.”
 
During the last years AEI has expanded the “Wall Museum” to areas near Aida refugee
camp west of Rachel’s Tomb, with lively youth stories and photos as well as children
fantasies. Recently we asked Palestinian youth and women to make paintings in
workshops to give expression to their longing for freedom and peace.
 
The Wall Museum has recently become part of a newly established Wall Information
Center at AEI’s Sumud Story House in North Bethlehem. The Center gives voice to
Palestinians who are directly hurt by the wall.
 
For your action this week, make a printout of one of the stories on the “Wall
Museum” (please note: This link is the correct link, but the page seems broken on
their website. We have contacted AEI to try to get this fixed. In the meantime, a
Google Images search for 'Bethlehem Wall Museum' will get you images of some
of the posters.) and share it on a physical wall of your school, business, etc. To make it
stand out, include a sign proclaiming “RIP, Rachel.” Or share one of the images on your
metaphorical Facebook wall. For your message, simply include “RIP, Rachel.” Explain
that RIP means “Rest in Palestine.”
 
You can also write a review of Rachel’s Tomb on Google Maps (another note:
Searching for 'Rachel's Tomb' in English on Google Maps seems, at best, to get
you a nearby bus stop. To find the actual historic site you need to follow the link,
or search for it in Hebrew at 'קבר רחל אמנו'. Searching in English seemed to work in
the past, so we don't know why it is no longer working.), highlighting the Palestinian
version of the history of Rachel’s Tomb and the surrounding area. We suggest you use
language similar to the following:
 
“Rachel’s Tomb is a deeply religious location to Jews, Christians, and Muslims alike. It is
also located in what is supposed to be Palestinian-controlled Bethlehem. However, in the

https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/bethlehem-i-had-vivid-experience-what-israels-occupation-feels
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/christmas-bethlehem-controlling-narrative-tourism-181218051912412.html
https://youtu.be/9LsXbSxNHf4
https://kuminow.com/bethlehem/#additionalresources
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLu2nUnkJwDwksbr9wwZ31fWtrN-TgSKzs
http://aeicenter.org/?p=413
https://goo.gl/maps/vQTd2UFEW9m3Dazm8


early 2000s Israel annexed the tomb area to Jerusalem, built a wall around it, and
prohibited Palestinians from visiting the site. Furthermore, dozens of businesses in the
area had to close their doors.
 
All people deserve access to the sites they consider holy. Please keep this in mind when
visiting Rachel’s Tomb and help spread the full story of Rachel’s Tomb.”
 
And if you are able to visit Rachel’s Tomb in person include photos with your review that
highlight the art of the “Wall Museum.”
 
Take a photo of your own “Wall Museum” and share it on social media. Include a link to
this page of the Kumi Now website along with the hashtags #RIPRachel, #StoptheWall,
#KumiNow, and #Kumi37.

One or two people, companies, or organizations generally related to the issue of the
week you should know, and how you can follow them online.

Wi’am: The Palestinian Conflict Transformation
Center is a grassroots civil society organization based
in Bethlehem. In Arabic, “wi’am” means “cordial
relationships,” and developing relationships is the
essence of our mission. Wi’am helps resolve disputes
within the Palestinian community at the grassroots level
by implementing the traditional Arab form of mediation,
known as Sulha, along with Western models of conflict
transformation. They have programs that empower
children, youth, women and men, addressing the
psychological and physiological consequences of long-
term conflict.
 
You can find Wi’am on their website and follow them on
Facebook and YouTube.

Wi’am: The Palestinian Conflict
Transformation Center

Arab Educational Institute (AEI) is a Palestinian
organization that furthers education, peace building and
dialogue in the occupied West Bank. AEI’s main local
outreach is a network of some 30 schools and 10
women organizations in the Bethlehem, Hebron, and
Ramallah areas.
 
AEI appeals to international volunteers to share in its
peace work. AEI also works closely together with
Palestinian NGOs at both a local and national level,
especially in the fields of education and non-violent
activities.
 
You can found AEI on their website and email them at

Arab Educational Institute

You Should Know

https://kuminow.com/bethlehem/
http://www.alaslah.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wiamcenter/
https://www.youtube.com/user/wiamcentre
http://aeicenter.org/


info@aeicenter.org. And you can join their Facebook
group and follow them on YouTube.

And here's what we have coming up in September so you can plan ahead and decide
how you want to be a part of Kumi Now: 

Each week below will have an online gathering with a guest or guests speaking on the
topic. The time and Zoom link are the same each week.
 
The weekly newsletter will always contain reminders of the upcoming online gatherings
and the Zoom link. But if you're like me and need a reminder right before the sessions
begin, you can register to receive a reminder email one hour prior to each online
gathering. And no more digging through your inbox looking for the Zoom link! Just use
the registration form at the bottom of the page.

Read the full entry online.
 
The Kumi Now community celebrates International Day
of Peace on September 21 by standing together for the
part of Palestine most in need of peace: Gaza.
Implemented in 2006, the Israeli blockade of Gaza was
intended to punish Hamas for their victory in the 2006
elections. However, the reality is that children, families,
and ordinary citizens are most punished by the
blockade.
 
For our Kumi Action we will spread the message
#FreeGaza on every piece of paper or other location we
can in order to raise awareness for Gaza.

September 21: Week 38 - Blockade of
Gaza

Read the full entry online.

September 28: Week 39 - Bedouin Rights

Upcoming Weeks

mailto:info@aeicenter.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/146586100662/
https://www.youtube.com/user/aeiopenwindows1
https://kuminow.com/online/
https://kuminow.com/online/
https://kuminow.com/blockadeofgaza/
https://kuminow.com/bedouinrights/


 
Refugee Bedouin communities in Palestine and Israel
have experienced decades of home demolitions and
forcible transfers along with virtually non-existent
services. In September 2011, Israel adopted the Prawer
Plan. One of its goals was to relocate 40,000 to 70,000
Negev Bedouin from their chosen homes to
government-mandated lands. 
 
For our Kumi Action we will send some sheep to
Israel's Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development.

One (or maybe two) recent or not-so-recent film, book, video, article, or other piece of art
that you should consider reading or watching this week. Have a recommendation? Let
us know.

The documentary Mayor has been mentioned in a
couple of our online gatherings. I’ve finally been able to
watch it and can concur that it is worth watching. The
film is a sympathetic and humorous, sometimes darkly
so, look at Musa Hadid, the mayor of Ramallah. It is
directed by David Osit.
 
The film is available to watch for free in much of the
world on YouTube. But if you’re in the U.S., UK,
Canada, or Australia you will need to find it elsewhere,
such as on Amazon or iTunes, or possibly through your
library connection to Kanopy. You can find more
information on the film and links to possible sources to
watch it on the film's website.

 

Mayor

What's Next
 
We hope to see you in the online gathering on Tuesday, after which you'll receive
another newsletter next Friday/Saturday, focused on our next topic, the Blockade of
Gaza. As always, there is more to come!
 
Sincerely,

The Kumi Now Team
 

You Should Watch or Read...

Go to Kumi Now Page

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDvOnhssTcc
https://www.mayorfilm.com/
https://kuminow.com/blockadeofgaza/
https://kuminow.com/bethlehem/
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