
View in browser or download as PDF

Dear ,
 

Week 15: Home Demolitions

Next Online
Gathering

This
Week's
Entry

Kumi
Action

You
Should
Know

Upcoming
Weeks

You Should
Watch or

Read

WEEK

15
APR.9
TO

APR.15

Over7,100structures
havebeendemolishedin
theoccupiedPalestinian
territorybyIsraeli
forcessince2009.

HOMEDEMOLITIONS

OnNovember3,2020,73
Palestinians,including41
children,weredisplaced
whenIsraelcommittedamass
demolitioninthevillageof
tumsaAlBgai'a

InthemidstoftheCOVIDpandemic
demolitionsspiked,averaging65per
month,thehighestrateinfouryears.

SourCes:MCC,OCHAOPT,ICAHD

http://kuminow.com/HomeDemolitions

https://sh1.sendinblue.com/mk/sc/qePszB8xx2MTYUBtwHO681v24MwNqK7H-VqeLoO3aYcDY62OPHN6wFtGYJ4693fHhGssOniujQnzi8XiIFh8WJzRBYe8r_Q
https://kuminow.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Week-15.pdf


On Tuesday we had the pleasure of talking to Dr. Lily Habash, an international
consultant who ahs worked with the Palestinian Authority and United Nations, among
her many other roles. The replay of the session is now available on YouTube and on our
website. The website includes her bio.
 
We would love it if you could share the session with your community. You could use
language such as:
 
Last week we talked to the esteemed international consultant Dr. Lily Habash as part of
our Palestinian Innovators series. Learn more in the latest Kumi Now online
gathering. https://youtu.be/HjJ7gOrpHm8
 
Now here's information on the next Kumi Now online gathering, happening in two weeks
time:
  

Join us two Tuesday from now for our next Palestinian
Innovators webinar. Our guest will be announced soon!
 
Time: Tuesday, April 19, at 6:00pm East Jerusalem,
Palestine time (UTC%2B3). That's...

Pacific (Seattle/Vancouver): 8am
Central (Chicago): 10am
Eastern (New York/Toronto): 11am
Atlantic: 12pm
Newfoundland: 12:30pm
Greenwich (London): 4pm
Central Europe (Paris/Stockholm): 5pm
South Africa: 5pm
Manila: 11pm
Sydney: 1am (%2B1 Day)
Auckland: 3am (%2B1 Day)

Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/94679502800 (The
meetings require a simple registration now, but it only
takes a second.)
 
Remember, if you'd like to receive a reminder about the
gathering an hour before it begins, please use the
registration form at the bottom of the page.

April 19: Palestinian Innovators #6

Please note: To match the dates in the calendar, we post a new entry and publish the
newsletter each Saturday.
 
Sharing and publicizing: The graphics in this newsletter are designed to be the perfect
size and shape to share to Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. So each week you can
help the cause simply by sharing these images online. It's one more option you have to
help.
 
Kumi Week #15: Home Demolitions
Week 15 of Kumi Now is now available on the website. The use of violence, demolitions,
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and psychological warfare to force and scare Palestinians into leaving their homes and
villages go back to the roots of the conflict. In 1948, operations such as the Deir Yassin
massacre, which occurred April 9, destroyed whole villages and forced others to flee.
While Israel’s current home demolitions avoid much of the physical violence of those
early operations, they still maintain the psychological elements, attempting to physically
force them from their homelands and disincentivizing them from staying in their villages.
This week, the Kumi Now community is uniting to join the fight to end home
demolitions. Here’s what you need to know and what you can do so that together we can
rise up.
 
Please read the essay on this issue and the story of As’ad Mu’yin. Last year, we were
joined by Daniel Seidemann, founder of Terrestrial Jerusalem, and actor and
filmmaker Faten Khoury. You can see their talk and Q and A starting at the 10:10 mark
of the webinar. And here are a few more facts for you:

Understanding Home Demolitions: Just the Facts...
As an occupying power, Israel is obligated under international law to: protect
civilians, refrain from forcible transfer of population, and respect private property.
Since 1967,over 50,000 homes and structures have been demolished in the oPt.
Over 7,100 structures have been demolished since 2009.
Almost 2,000 of those were occupied homes.

https://youtu.be/9soF0k_3-qg?t=610


Over 11,000 people have lost their homes.
In 2020, Israel demolished 865 structures and 1,014 people lost their homes in the
West Bank.
During the COVID pandemic, demolitions have spiked, averaging 65 per month,
the highest rate in four years.
2020 was the second-highest year for demolitions since 2009.
On November 3, 2021, 73 Palestinians, including 41 children, were forcibly
displaced when Israeli authorities committed a mass demolition in the village of
Humsa Al Bqai’a.
Three-quarters of the village population lost their homes, making this the largest
forced displacement in over four years.
With 76 structures demolished, it was the single largest demolition in the past
decade.

These facts are drawn from:
“Fact sheet: Home Demolitions” from Mennonite Central Committee. 
“Unlawful demolitions in the West Bank spike during COVID-19” from OCHA oPt.
“Data on demolition and displacement in the West Bank” from OCHA oPt. 
And from ICAHD.

 
Learning More
 
To learn more, you should watch:

Al Jazeera's "Jerusalem: Hitting Home"
Our previous Kumi Now online gathering with Jeff Halper and ICAHD.

 
To go deeper, we have an extensive list of Additional Resources at the bottom of this
week’s entry and we’re developing a YouTube playlist on the subject. 

Once you understand the situation you'll want to get involved. Here's the Kumi Action for
this week. We're now releasing a video each week focusing on the Kumi Action! Check
out the one below on YouTube.

Is your local community supporting the occupation with your tax money? The Israeli

Kumi Action
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government makes use of equipment from Caterpillar, Volvo, Hyundai, and JCB to carry
out home demolitions in the occupied Palestinian territory. You can find evidence of this
using a Google image search.
 
Send a letter to your mayor and city council. Use language similar to the following:
“Caterpillar, Volvo, Hyundai, and JCB all supply the Israeli government with equipment
that is used for the demolition of Palestinian homes. These are demolitions that have
been ruled illegal under international law. Does your department purchase equipment
from any of these companies that profit from the Israeli occupation? Please cancel any
contracts with these companies and refuse to do business with them until they stop
supplying the Israeli government. We should not support companies that knowingly profit
off of illegal activity.”
 
While it is good to send these messages directly to your government offices and officials,
we can amplify the scrutiny of these agencies by also making these messages public,
tweeting your questions to them and posting your questions to their Facebook pages.
Remember to tag your local official or agencies and Include a link to this page of the
Kumi Now website along with the hashtags #KumiNow and #Kumi15.

One or two people, companies, or organizations you should know, and how you can
follow them online.

B’Tselem is an Israeli human rights organization
founded in 1989 foundation. At the time, B’Tselem
devoted itself primarily to documenting Israeli violations
of Palestinians’ human rights in the West Bank
(including East Jerusalem) and the Gaza Strip. It’s goal
was to minimize such violations, and operated based on
the assumption that the occupation was a temporary
state of affairs.
 
However, as time passed, its position changed:
 
“Yet after more than half a century of occupation, during
which time Israel implemented policies which cemented
significant changes that indicate long-term intentions,
this reality can clearly no longer be considered a
temporary one. Therefore, while continuing to document
and publicize human rights violations, B’Tselem – in its
capacity as a human rights organization – now
unequivocally demands an end to the occupation. To
promote that goal, B’Tselem works to expose the
injustice, violence and dispossession inherent to the
regime of occupation, to deconstruct the apparatuses
that enable it, and challenge its legitimacy in Israel and
internationally.”
 
Recently, it published the groundbreaking report “A
regime of Jewish supremacy from the Jordan River to
the Mediterranean Sea: This is apartheid”. This was the
first time that a major Israeli organization has called the
occupation a form of apartheid. You can read the report
and the visual explainer.

B'Tselem

You Should Know

https://www.btselem.org/publications/fulltext/202101_this_is_apartheid
https://thisisapartheid.btselem.org/eng/#1


 
It has recently published databases on home
demolitions and fatalities. And recently published the
report “This Is Ours – And This, Too: Israel’s Settlement
Policy in the West Bank”.

You can find B’Tselem on their website and follow them
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube.

Here's what we have coming up in April so you can plan ahead and decide how you
want to be a part of Kumi Now

Read the full entry online.
 
This Palestinian Prisoners Day, April 17, let us
remember the thousands of Palestinian political
prisoners. At the end of 2019, 464 of these prisoners
were being held through administrative detention.
Through administrative detention, Palestinian detainees
can be held indefinitely, with few legal rights.
 
For our Kumi Action we perform a thought experience
on administrative detention, write about it, and share our
experiences with others.

April 16 to 22: Week 16 - Administrative
Detention

Read the full entry online.
 
On May 1, 2018, the Knesset passed the Nation-State
law (officially Basic Law: Israel as the Nation-State of
the Jewish People) in its first reading. As we approach
the anniversary of this passage, we as a Kumi
Community want to analyze this law and what it means
for Palestinians and other minorities in Israel.
 
For our Kumi Action we will make it clear that it is not
too late for Israeli politicians to change their direction
and pass legistlation that would provide equality for all
of its citizens.

April 23 to 29: Week 17 - Nation-State
Law

Recent and not-so-recent films, books, music, and other arts related to Palestine, as well
as news about festivals and other events

Upcoming Weeks

You Should Watch or Read
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The Palestine Film Institute's film of the week is the
experimental film Ouroboros (2017, 77 minutes). You
have until Wednesday to watch it for free on their
website. About the film:

“An homage to the Gaza Strip based on the eternal
return. A journey following one man through five
different landscapes marks the end as the beginning,
forgetting as the way forward, and the failure of
civilization.”
 
Camera and drone work on Ouroborus was done
by Yaser Murtaja, a photographer and journalist killed by
Israeli forces in 2018 during the Gaza border protests.

Ouroboros

The short story collection Palestine %2B100: Stories
from a Century after the Nakba has just been re-
released. Originally published in 2019 in the UK by
Comma Press, the collection is now more broadly
available.
 
More information on the book:
 
“Palestine %2B 100 poses a question to twelve
Palestinian writers: what might your country look like in
the year 2048 – a century after the tragedies and
trauma of what has come to be called the Nakba? How
might this event – which, in 1948, saw the expulsion of
over 700,000 Palestinian Arabs from their homes –
reach across a century of occupation, oppression, and
political isolation, to shape the country and its people?
Will a lasting peace finally have been reached, or will
future technology only amplify the suffering and
mistreatment of Palestinians?”
 
You can find or order the book from your favorite
independent book seller, or find it on the publisher's
website.

Palestine %2B100: Stories from a
Century after the Nakba

What's Next
 
We hope to see you in the online gathering a week from Tuesday and you'll receive 
another newsletter next Saturday, focused on our next issue, Administrative Detention.
As always, there is more to come!
 
Sincerely,

The Kumi Now Team
 

https://www.palestinefilminstitute.org/en/pfp
https://store.deepvellum.org/products/palestine-100
https://kuminow.com/administrativedetention/
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