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Dear Kumi Now supporter,
 
November 29 is International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. The day
was created by the General Assembly in 1977 and commemorates November 29, 1947
when the Assembly adopted Resolution 181 on the partition of Palestine.
 
You can learn more about the day here.
 
In 1985, theologians around Soweto, South Africa issued the first Kairos Document.
Twenty-four years later, theologians in Palestine issued a like-minded document. This
week, as the world observes International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People,
the Kumi Now community is focusing on spreading the message of the Kairos Palestine
Document, bringing Christians and non-Christians together to stand for justice and
peace everywhere. 
 
Join us this Tuesday as we discuss what we can do to carry on the message of the
Kairos Palestine document:
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Next Online Gathering

https://41y97.r.bh.d.sendibt3.com/mk/mr/jsv0qpv3Ys83gipOT-lZY32UJQU-jNasI7GnyvFWvZ5s3PtQwRz-dt6BHYOBnkjzvxp4pbiHX1n4AqDUsL8L1SKlzk6KqRgszdAlvw7LAwMFYxUqkes6dR6j7Nca1F1TBFgXVeVz
http://kuminow.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Week-48.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/observances/international-day-of-solidarity-with-the-palestinian-people
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Full information on the gathering is here.
 
Our guest will be Mays Nassar of Kairos Palestine.
 
Time: Tuesday, November 29, at 6:00pm East
Jerusalem, Palestine time (UTC+2) That's...

Pacific (Seattle/Vancouver): 8am
Central (Chicago): 10am
Eastern (New York/Toronto): 11am
Atlantic: 12pm
Newfoundland: 12:30pm
Greenwich (London): 4pm
Central Europe (Paris/Stockholm): 5pm
South Africa: 6pm 
Manila: 12am
Sydney: 3am (+1 Day)
Auckland: 5am (+1 Day)

Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/94679502800 (There
might be a quick registration form, and please set an
alarm for yourself for Tuesday.)
 
Remember, if you'd like to receive a reminder about the
gathering an hour before it begins, please use the
registration form at the bottom of the page.

November 29: Week 48 - The Kairos
Document

Kumi Week #48: Kairos Document
Week 48 of Kumi Now is now available on the website. In the midst of apartheid, it was
difficult to see a future where apartheid was no more. Yet, in 1985, forward-thinking
South African theologians came together to issue the Kairos Document. Its goal was to
look critically at the misuse of Christian theology used to justify apartheid, and by doing
so then unite Christians to action in order to challenge apartheid. This remarkable
example of liberation theology and introspection was a driving force in the Christian
reaction to apartheid, and has served as a model for other movements around the world.
 
Thus, during the 2008–9 assault on Gaza, as Christians were looking for a path towards
peace, it was the South African document that led the way. Please read the essay on the
Kairos Palestine document along with the “South African response to Kairos Palestine
Document: An Easter message from South Africa to Palestine”. And here are some facts
for you:

Understanding the Kairos Palestine Document. Just the facts.
Quotes from the document...
 

“Why now? Because today we have reached a dead end in the tragedy of the
Palestinian people. The decision-makers content themselves with managing the
crisis rather than committing themselves to the serious task of finding a way to

This Week's Entry

https://kuminow.com/week-48-kairos-palestine-online-gathering-2022/
https://zoom.us/j/94679502800
http://kuminow.com/online/
https://kuminow.com/kairosdocument/
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resolve it. The hearts of the faithful are filled with pain and with questioning: What
is the international community doing? What are the political leaders in Palestine,
in Israel and in the Arab world doing? What is the Church doing? The problem is
not just a political one. It is a policy in which human beings are destroyed, and this
must be of concern to the Church.”
“1.1 “They say: 'Peace, peace' when there is no peace” (Jer. 6:14). These days,
everyone is speaking about peace in the Middle East and the peace process. So
far, however, these are simply words; the reality is one of Israeli occupation of
Palestinian territories, deprivation of our freedom and all that results from this
situation.”
“1.2 Also part of this reality is the Israeli disregard of international law and
international resolutions, as well as the paralysis of the Arab world and the
international community in the face of this contempt. Human rights are violated
and despite the various reports of local and international human rights'
organizations, the injustice continues.”
“3.1 Despite the lack of even a glimmer of positive expectation, our hope remains
strong.”
“5.4 Our numbers are few but our message is great and important. Our land is in
urgent need of love. Our love is a message to the Muslim and to the Jew, as well
as to the world.”
“6.2 In order to understand our reality, we say to the Churches: Come and see.
We will fulfill our role to make known to you the truth of our reality, receiving you
as pilgrims coming to us to pray, carrying a message of peace, love and
reconciliation. You will know the facts and the people of this land, Palestinians and
Israelis alike.”
“6.3 We condemn all forms of racism, whether religious or ethnic, including anti-
Semitism and Islamophobia, and we call on you to condemn it and oppose it in all
its manifestations. At the same time we call on you to say a word of truth and to
take a position of truth with regard to Israel’s occupation of Palestinian land. As
we have already said, we see boycott and disinvestment as tools of non violence
for justice, peace and security for all.”
“7. Our word to the international community is to stop the principle of "double
standards" and insist on the international resolutions regarding the Palestinian
problem with regard to all parties.” Selective application of international law
threatens to leave us vulnerable to a law of the jungle. It legitimizes the claims by
certain armed groups and states that the international community only
understands the logic of force. Therefore, we call for a response to what the civil
and religious institutions have proposed, as mentioned earlier: the beginning of a
system of economic sanctions and boycott to be applied against Israel. We repeat
once again that this is not revenge but rather a serious action in order to reach a
just and definitive peace that will put an end to Israeli occupation of Palestinian
and other Arab territories and will guarantee security and peace for all.”

 
Source
 
These quotes are all taken from the Kairos Palestine document.
  
Learning More
 
To learn more you can watch the “Kairos Palestine” video and read the Kairos Palestine
book Kairos Palestine: Ten Years of Prophetic Voice. And the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) has a “Kairos Palestine Document Study Guide”.

Finally, we have a playlist of related videos on YouTube.
 
Once you understand the situation you'll want to get involved. Here's the Kumi Action for
this week:

https://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/about-kairos/kairos-palestine-document
https://youtu.be/y0EBwegQgeQ
https://www.kairospalestine.ps/images/kairos-10-years-publication.pdf
https://www.kairospalestine.ps/images/kairos-palestinestudy-guide-final-6-14-11.pdf
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLu2nUnkJwDwkU4rBELWDefYJJ5UrCj08y
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First, read the Kairos Palestine document, then sign the "Cry of Hope": 
 
Next, send the Kairos Palestine Document to your local church. Include a message such
as “Please include the plight of Palestinians in your prayers, sermons, and work as a
church. The Kairos document can help you:
https://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/about-kairos/kairos-palestine-document”
 
You can then share the document via Facebook, Twitter, or email with both your religious
and nonreligious friends. Include the message: “The Kairos Palestine Document outlines
the suffering of all Palestinians, and should be a model for peoples of all faiths in how to
approach and solve the Israeli occupation.” Include a link to this page of the Kumi Now
website along with the hashtags #KairosPalestine, #KumiNow, and #Kumi48.

One or two people, companies, or organizations generally related to the issue of the
week you should know, and how you can follow them online.

Kairos Palestine is a Christian Palestinian movement,
born out of the Kairos Document, which advocates for
ending the Israeli occupation and achieving a just
solution to the conflict. It urges the international
community to stand with the Palestinian people in their
struggle against oppression, displacement, and
apartheid, demands that all people, political leaders and
decision-makers put pressure on Israel and take legal
measures in order to oblige its government to end its
oppression and disregard for international law,
and holds a clear position that non-violent resistance to
this injustice is a right and duty for all Palestinians,
including Christians. It supports Palestinian civil society
organizations, international NGOs and religious
institutions that call on individuals, companies and
states to engage in boycotts, divestment and sanctions
against the Israeli occupation.

You can find Kairos Palestine on their website and
follow on Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube.
 

Kairos Palestine

Kumi Action

You Should Know

https://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/about-kairos/kairos-palestine-document
http://www.change.org/p/politicians-legislatures-or-government-agencies-join-palestinians-cry4hope
https://kuminow.com/kairosdocument/
https://www.kairospalestine.ps/
https://www.facebook.com/kairospalestine
https://twitter.com/kairospalestine
https://www.youtube.com/user/kairospalestine
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You can see if there is a Global Kairos organization in
your country and, if not, start one. Find out here.
 
And you can find the Cry of Hope website here.

And here's what we have coming up in December so you can plan ahead and decide
how you want to be a part of Kumi Now: 

Each week below will have an online gathering with a guest or guests speaking on the
topic. The time and Zoom link are the same each week.
 
The weekly newsletter will always contain reminders of the upcoming online gatherings
and the Zoom link. But if you're like me and need a reminder right before the sessions
begin, you can register to receive a reminder email one hour prior to each online
gathering. And no more digging through your inbox looking for the Zoom link! Just use
the registration form at the bottom of the page.

Read the full entry online.
 
On December 10, 1948 the United Nations adopted the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Each December
10 is Human Rights Day, in honor of that foundational
text of modern human rights. Sadly, human rights
abuses in Israel and Palestine have been well
documented by the United Nations, Human Rights
Watch, Amnesty International, and other organizations
for decades. And yet the violations continue.
 
For our Kumi Action we will be calling our local radio
stations and dedicating a song to Palestin. 

December 3 to 9: Week 49 - Human
Rights

Upcoming Weeks

https://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/about-kairos/global-kairos
https://www.cryforhope.org/index.php
https://kuminow.com/online/
https://kuminow.com/online/
http://www.kuminow.com/HumanRights
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Read the full entry online.
 
December 11 is the anniversary of the passage of U.N.
Resolution 194 in 1948. It stated, “refugees wishing to
return to their homes and live at peace with their
neighbors should be permitted to do so at the earliest
practicable date …” Palestinians are still waiting on that
“earliest practicable date.”
 
For our Kumi Action we will be leaving reviews of parks
built on Palestinian villages, letting others know the
history of these locations. 

December 10 to 16: Week 50 - Right of
Return

Read the full entry online.
 
This week, we mark the occupation and annexation of
the Syrian Golan. Israel occupied the Syrian Golan in
1967, then passed the Golan Heights Law in December
of 1981, a move condemned by the United Nations at
the time but backed by the United States in 2019.
 
For our Kumi Action we will discourage travel
companies from doing business with Israeli
settlements. 

December 17 to 23: Week 51 - The Syrian
Golan

Read the full entry online.
 
Palestinians in the occupied territory face increasingly
difficult circumstances due to the Israeli occupation. This
has led many Palestinian Christians to emigrate, leading
to a diminished Christian presence in the Holy Land.
This week, as the World Council of Churches publishes
the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle for Palestine and Israel,
the Kumi Community is focusing on this problem.
 
For our Kumi Action we will be encouraging our local
churches to preach on Palestine. 

December 24 to 30: Week 52 - Christians
in the Holy Land

Closing Thoughts
 
On Tuesday, Dr. Dorothy Jean Weaver, the retired professor of New Testament at

http://www.kuminow.com/RightofReturn
http://www.kuminow.com/syriangolan
http://www.kuminow.com/ChristiansintheHolyLand
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Eastern Mennonite Seminary, spoke on “Women of Empire within Matthew’s
Narrative.” We then discussed how these biblical stories and lessons can inform our
activism around the world and for Palestine. The replay of the session is now available
on YouTube and on our website. The website includes the advocacy instructions and
links shared during the gathering. And you can find the slides from her presentation
here.
 
We hope to see you in the online gathering on Tuesday, after which you'll receive
another newsletter next Friday/Saturday, focused on our next topic, Human Rights. As
always, there is more to come!
 
Sincerely,

The Kumi Now Team
 

View in browser or download in PDF
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kumi@kuminow.com
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